(+3 


——. 


REASONS Humbly Offered againſt 
the Continuation of a General Liberty 
for Exporting the Woollen Manufa- 
ctures of this Kingdom by Foreigners, 
'into the. Privileges of the Merchants 
Adventurers of ENGLAND. 


HE Regulation of Trade being, by long Experience, found 
as neceſſary as of Men's Perſons, almoſt all particular Trades 
of the Subje&, both at Home and Abroad, have, for a long 
Series of Time, been under a Regulation, by Corporations, 
Erected and Impowered by Royal Charter : And, amongſt 
others, in Edward I.'s Time, there ſprung out of the Com» 

pany of Mercers, London, certain Merchants that attempted the ManufaQtu- 
ring rhe Eng/i/þ Wooll at Home, with ſuch Succeſs, that, Azzo 1296. they 
obtained Privileges of John II; Duke of Brabant, and ſetled their Staple for 
Engliſh Cloth at Antwerp ; joining in Society with them, all other Exeliſþ 
Merchants reſorting to thoſe Parts. 

King Hexrry IV. finding that this Trade, which hitherto had no other 
Countenance for its Support, but that of Foreign Princes ; and therefore, for 
want of due Government, was like to decay, to the great Damage of the 
Nation, (as the very Charter exprefſeth it,) grants them a Charter, 1406; 
whereby the Majority had Power to make By-Laws, for the Regulation of 
Trade.; each particular Member continuing to aQ ſeparately, and the beſt he 
could, for his own particular Intereſt, and nor in a Joint Stock ; no Man be- 
ing, in the leaſt, limited in point of Time, Quantity, or Price : Which Char- 
ter hath ſince been Enlarged and Confirmed by moſt of the Succeeding Kings 
arid Queens of this Realm, 

By virtue of which Charter, they made ſuch wholeſom By-Laws, for the 
preventing Frauds being put upon Strangers, either by Vending or Packing of 
Falſe Cloth, and other Woollen Manufactures, that, in a ſhort Time, they 
grew to that Reputation beyond the Sea, that ſeveral Princes, and Chief Ma- 
ziſtrates of Cities, became Competitors for their Reſidence with them ; and 
in order thereunto, have Vied with each other, in offering them Immunities 
and Privileges above all other Nations ; which are ſtill enjoyed at Hambargh, 
VIE. 

That the Exgliſh are always provided with Letters of Safe Condudt from the 
Magiltrates under whom they reſide ; with Aſſurance of Six Months Time for 
Departure, in caſe of a Rupture, both as to their Perſons and Eſtates. 

'That thetr Goods, by Miſtake of Entry, are not ſubje& to Confiſcation. 

That they pay far leſs Duties for Goods Imported and Exported, than other 
Merchants, and even than their own Subjetts pay. Ss 
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That they may diſpoſe of their Eſtates, and make their Wills, according to 
the Laws of Exgland ; which ſhall be of the ſame Validity, as if made in 
England. 

That they ſhall have Civil TJuriſdiftion for the Adminiſtration of Law 
and Juſtice, over, and amongſt the Exeliſh, according to their own Laws 
and Cuſtoms, -and the Privileges by them, in thoſe Lands, obtained and 
uſed. 

That Strangers may Sue in the Court of the Fellowſhip any Exgliſþ-Man, 
and he ſhall be obliged to abide and perform the Sentence thereof, and ſhall nor 
withdraw his Attion, or Appeal. 

That the Fellowſhip may make Arreſt of the Perſon and Goods of any Erg- 
liſb-man by their own Authority. 

That none of the Fellowſhip, in any Civil Action, ſhall be Arreſted, either 
in his Perſon, or Goods, without the Fore-knowledge and Conſent of the Go- 
vernor, or his Deputy. : 

That in all Caſes of Capital Crime, even of High Treaſon, committed againſt 
their Government, by any of the Fellowſhip, his Eſtate ſhall, nevertheleſs, not 
be confiſcated, but come to his Heirs ; neither the Goods of his Principals, or 
Friends, in his, or any other men's Hands, be Touched, or Forfeited. 

That they {hall have the Free Exerciſe of their Religion, as Eftabliſhed by 
the Laws of Exgland ; and a Publick Place for God's Worſhip. 

That they are provided with Houſes, both Publick and Private, for them 
Deputy Governor, Minifter, Secretary, Conſerge, and other Officers, all free 
of Rent, and repaired by the City where they reſide. 

That they enjoy Freedom of all manner of Exciſes, as to all ſouts of Beer, 
Wine, Fuel, and all other Proviſions for Houſe-keeping. 


That they are free of all Watchings, Wardings, or Quartering of Soldiers, 
and all Contribution in that behalf, Real, or Perſonal. 


All which Privileges, and ſeveral others, have been enjoyed in Hollaxd : 
One whereof was, That the States ſhould not Lay any Duties or Taxes upon 
our Woollen ManufaQture, without the Conſent and Fore-knowledge of the 
Company. And theſe Conditions were not ex Gratia, but of Right, accor- 
ding to the Treaty made with King James I. in the Year 1608. and may, as 
is ſuppoſed, be recovered again, if the Company were eſtabliſhed. One of 
their chiet Pretences for not Continuing all the Company's Privileges, was, 
That they were not maintained at home. And whea King Charles II. by his 
Proclamation in 4x0 1683. required all his Subjects that would Trade in the 
Woollen ManufaCQture of Exg/azd, that they ſhould come into the ſaid Com- 
pany, or deſiſt from intermedling in the ſaid Trade, the Magiſtrates both of 
the City of Dordrecht, and of Rotterdam, did write their Letters of Invitation 
to the Company, to take their Reſidence in their Cities, promiſing them their 
Privileges; well knowing, what a conſiderable Trade would be drawn to 
them thereby ; but the Foreigners, by their Contrivances, and PraQtices, pre- 
vented that National Advantage, whereof every Engliſþ-Man might have bcen 
a Partaker. 

By which Privileges, the Company have been enabled at all Times, more 
eſpecially in Time of War, to relieve and ſend home great Numbers of Epg/iſb 
Sea-men and Soldiers ; which, ſome Years, hath coſt the Company very conli- 
derable Sums of Money, and yet, by reaſon of their Eaſe in Taxes, Duties, 
and Impofitions, have been able to afford their Goods and Cloth cheaper than 
the Interloper and Foreigner : In lieu whereof, the Company are obliged tr: 
Import their Woollen ManufaQture to their Mart-Towns, 
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The juſt Performance of all which Capitulations on both Sides, from Tims 
to Time, made this Company ſo conliderable in the Time of King Hepry VII. 
that they became the Envy of ſome Merchants, as well Natives as Aliens ; in- 
ſomuch that, in the Twelfth Year zof his Reign, a Petition was preferred to 
the then Parliament, ſetting forth the Company as Monopolizers ; and yet, 
notwithſtanding, that Parliament thought it Prudence, only to lower the Fine 
for which all Perſons were to be admitted Members thereof, to 10 Marks Ser- 
ling ; 12. Hen. VII. Cap. 6. Since which, this Company hath flouriſhed with 
great Succeſs and Reſpect ; and by means thereof, have not only prevented 
many Incroachments and Exactions on their Fellow-Subje&ts abroad ; and by 
their Services, averted many Imminent Dangers that threatned this Nation in 
Queen El:zabeth's Reign ; and ſupplied the Emergencies of the Crown in the 
Time of King James 1. but have alſo much augmented and encouraged Expliſh 
Shipping, and prevented the Departure of the Cloathing-Trade, and Los of 
SubjeQts, by divers of their By-Laws : Such as, That none ſhould Export, but 
in Exgliſh Bottoms ; That none ſhould marry Foreigners, or take Burgherſhip 
upon them ; and ſuch like. 

Notwithſtanding all which Advantages after the Reſtauration of King 
Charles the II. divers in hopes only to make {ome preſent Profit to themſelves, 
took the Advantage to Tranſport Worceſter-Cloths, and ſhort White Cloths, 
commonly call'd Pack-Cloths of 28 Yards and 63 Pounds, into Germany, 
which was and had been ſo great a Commodity that many Thouſands 
were Yearly Exported thither by the Company ; but ſince ſuch Interloping, 
it experimentally appears, 'That that Branch of the ManufaQtury of the 
Kingdom, and the Trade thereof, into the Parts of the Company's Privi- 
leges, through the praQtice of the Interloper and Foreigner, is in a 
manner whblly loſt to the Nation : Which divers Altens perceiving out 


of Deſign to get the further Endraping of Wooll to their own Country, 
and Vending thereof to themſelves, endeavour all the ways they can for 


the Deſtruftion of this Company, well knowing, that whilſt this Regula- 
tion is maintained, their Ends can never be obtained; 

In Order whereunto, the Interloper at firſt by plauſible Pretences, pre- 
vailed on certain Clothiers in Devoz and Exon, to Petition the Horſe of 
Commons againſt this Company, - which after a long Debate came to no 
other Reſult, ſave only a Prayer from the Houſe to His Majeſty, ro make 
an Experiment by a Temporary Diſpenſation, whether a. general Freedom 
to all, to Export Woollen Manufactures, would make a more liberal Veat, 
than the keeping it under Government ; which Experiment His Majeſty 
having made, and in Azzo 1663. by the Petitions from molt Clothing 
Towns in Eygland, being ſatisfied in Council, that ſuch Diſpenſation had 
not produced ſuch expeQed Effects, but much the contrary, he was pleaſed 
by his Proclamation, to reinforce this Company's Charter, with an Injun- 
tion to all Merchants Trading to thoſe Parts, to come into the ſaid Re- 
gulation, and be Free of the Company, paying tor their Admiſhon Twenty 
Marks. 

So that that Project failing, others have of late taken up the way of 
Interloping, and Tranſporting Woollen Cloth into Germany, to other places 
than where the Company reſides, with Intention to ruine the Company ; 
which Deſign, if not prevented, they muſt of neceſſity accompliſh, and there- 
by carry the Woollen Manufacture from Erglana, as hath been expe- 
rienced in the Caſe of Worceſter-Cloths, and Pack-Cloths before-men- 
tioned. 

For if they be allowed, then that part of the Capitulations made betweerr 


the Company and Foreign Magiſtrates of Cities, whereby they are obliged 
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to bring the Engliſh ManufaCture to ſuch Mart-Towns where they refide, 
will be broke, the Conſzquence of which mult naturally be the total Loſs 
of all the Privileges and Immunities by ſuch Stipulations to the Engliſh, 
being at firſt granted in Conſideration of the Beneht that would accrue 
to thoſe Mart-Towns, by making them the Staples and Places of Com- 
merce: 

The Comprny being Setled at the City of Hamburgh, the moſt com- 
modious Place for the Trade of Germany, Merchants and Clorh-Buyers, 
make their reſort thither to Supply themieives, or give Orders ior the fend- 
ing them Goods, which doth encourage the keeping their Ware-Houles 
furniſhed from 5000 /. to 20000/7, a Man in Wootlea Manufactures, and 
for the Vent thereof, always give Six Months time of Credit, which very 
much encreaſeth Trade, and thereby the Gentry are encouraged to breed 
up their Younger Sons in the way of Merchandize; and 'tis demonitra- 
ble, that before the Interlopers interfered with the Company, they Ex- 
ported in one Year upwards of 95000 Cloths, and 5ooco Perpetuanocs, 
and other Woollen Manufactures proportionable, which then generally re- 
ceived for the good of the Engliſh Nation their full Manufactury in Fx- 
land, whereby trom the Weaver to the Dyer, Setter, Preſſer, 'Tillet-maker, 
and Seal-maler, Thouſands of pour Families in Ezzland were maintaincd ; 
whereas now moſt forts of Woollen Commodities are Exported white, and 
not fully ManutaCQtured. 

And to ſenlible already are the Cloth-Buyers at Hambnrgh and others, who 
keep the moſt Eminent Marts in Germany, of the Miſchicts accruing towards 
them, by Aliens getting denization in Ezglard, and then turning Factors 
tor Foreigners, that they have often Requeſted the Company at Hambruregh 
tor Redreſs therein; complaining that they can no longer take oft the 


Engliſh Woollen Manufa&ure, if ſuch Aliens cr Denizens are ſuffer2d to 
Supply the Retailer with rcuch LIrath, as they commonly do, which the 


Retailer again Vends, as it Bought of Members of the Company, to others, 
who finding ſo vaſt a difference from what it formerly was, 1imputecs the 
like diſcredit to all Engliſh Woollen Manufacture. _ 

Irswell known that theſe Foreign-born Factors providing Goods for Aliens, 
often prove very deſtructive to the Clothier; tor having crept into Credir 
when they are deep in Debt, take an Opportunity to Fly the Land, and 
{o the poor Clothier 1s cheated of his Cloth to his Impoveriſhment and 
Ruine. 

That in the Thirtieth Year of the Reign of King Charles the IT. the 
Clothiers of all the moſt Eminent clothing Counties in Ezgland, petitioned 
the Houſe of Commons 10 behalt of this Company. 

The Members of the Company are able to manage a greater Trade than 
ever hath been or can be driven between Ezxz2land and the Parts of their Pri- 
vileges, which Trade now being too {inall for their Capitals, ſeveral Mem- 
bers are forced to Lanch out into other Trades. 

'That the Opponents of the Company, tho' ſome of them Naturalized or 
Indenized, are only Lodgers, pay no "Taxes, breed up no Engliſh, but 
Foreign Servants, and wholly employ Foreign Shipping, neither do they 
keep any Stock of Woollen Manutatture on their Hands beyond the Seas, 
whenas the Engliſh Merchants pay Taxes for their Eſtates both real and 
perſonal, and bear Offices in their ſeveral Stations, ſome whereof are both 
troubleſome and chargeable ; beſides what they get they bring home to the 
enriching of the Nation, and the Foreigner carrieth what he gaincth into his 
own Country to the impoveriſhment of ours. 
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The Company being cenfined to Mart-Towns by their Stipulation, is the 
very Support of the Trade of the Wollen ManufaCture in thoſe Parts ; for 
ſhould the ſeveral Traders be diſpers'd, no Man could be encouraged to 
keep quantities of Woollen Manufacture on Hand, either at Hambnrgh; or any 
other City or Town; becauſe there would be no Concourſe of Buyers to 
one Place more than another ; and ſurely it cannot be denyed but that al! 
the Parts and Places in Germany, can be Supplied from Hamburgh, better 
than from Ezg/and, being much nearer and more convenient for them, than 
to paſs the Seas and come further ; and if they eome not to Buy their Goods 
themſelves, they may be Supplied by the Engliſh Merchants trom their Viart- 
Towns upon Commiſſion as well as by their FaCtors in Ezeland, and on as 
reaſonable Terms as heretofore hath been uſual. And we think it is as 0%- 
vious, that the letting of Foreigners in to be Principals in the Buying our 
Woollen Manufacture, will endanger the Tranſplanting of the {ame into 
other Countries, for who can then deny them the inſpeQing into all the 
Myſtcries of, our Fabricks, even from the Scowring of our Wooll, to the 
compleating of the ManutfaQture and the peruſing all the Inſtruments uſed 
therein ; and as we conceive they muſt change their Nature, if they ſhould 
deſign any good to Exgland, or the Concerns thereof, otherwiſe than tor their 
own particular Advantage, when they have it in their Power to cauſe 
our ManufaCture to be debaſed for their preſent Advantage, and thereby 
bring it in dif-eſteem to Improve and Advance their own. 


Am 


REASONS #o fhew that a General Liberty hath 


nor accafinned a greater Exportation of the Woollen 
ManufaCtures into the Privileges of the Merchants- 


Adventurers of ENGLAND, mor the Riſe 
of Woodall. 


N OW as to what concerneth the lace Temporary Liberty given, 


and the Suppoſition of its having occalioned a more Liberal Expor- 

tation of the Woollen ManufaCture of Ezglazd, and conſequently 
a Riſe in the Price of Wooll, We humbly crave Leave to ſay, That it 
hath not ariſen from the ſaid Temporary Liberty, but from other Acci- 
dents attending Trade, and that the Calculation made out of the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Books in Lozxaon, is no ſure Rule to go by ; for that conſiderable 
Quantities of Woollen Manufactures have been Entred both for Hamburgh 
ana Holland, and yet were Shipped to other Places not within the Com- 
pany's Privileges. And alſo, for that by reaſon of the Wars, Londoz hath 
been the Centre for the {ending up thither great Quaarities of all forts of our 
Woollen Manufactures for Exportation into Flanders, Brabant, Zeland, Ho!.- 
land and Germany, for the more commodious Shipping them off, and ſend- 
ing of them away with Convoy. Befides which, there hath been the more 
liberal Exportation of our Woollen ManufaQture for theſe laſt Three Years, 
than in the Three foregoing Years for the Reaſons following. 


Firſt, "The Three former Years of 87, 88, 89, were Years of Conſterna- 
tion, the People of England not knowing what might befall them as to their 
Religion, 
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Religion, Laws and Liberty, whereby there was a great Damp put upon 
Trade, many Men ſeeking rather to Bury their Money under Ground, than 
to Adventure 1t abroad; 


Secondly. No Woollen ManufaCtures for the laſt Three Years of go, 91, 
and 92. have been ſent out of Ireland into the aforeſaid Places, as former]y, 
whereby our Engliſh Manufacture hath found the greater Vent. 


Thirdly. By reaſon of the Wars between Frante and Germany, Holland 
and the Spaniſh Netherlands, no Frexch Woollen ManufaQtures have been 
brought into thoſe Parts, which formerly in great abundance were conſumed 
there. 


Fourthly, Great Quantities of Engliſh Woollen Manufaftury have been 
uled to Cloath the Armies in Germany, Holland and Flanders, and by rea- 
{on of the Fatigues, their Clothes ſooner waſted and deſtroyed. 


Fifthly. Great Quantities of our Woollen ManufaQture have been Ship- 
ped for Holland and Hamburgh, to be ſent over Land for Italy, and alſo to 
be Tranſported by Sea from thence in their Shipping, when by reaſon of 
lome Embargoes and Stops in Trade at home, they could not get them 
out from hence, and by ſuch means, fore-ſtall the Forcign Markets before 
our Fleets from Exgland came to arrive. 


Sixthly,. The Merchants-Adventurers have Exported the Woollen Ma- 
nufacture theſe Three laſt Years, more than they could find Vent for, be- 
caule the Foreigner ſhould not totally root them out of their Trade, and the 
Foretgner hath endeavoured to out-vie them in it, and for a Pretence of ad- 


Vancing the Exportation OI Our wuullen Mauuſacture, aud thc LUULINg OUr- 


of the Engliſh Merchants, hath exceeded what he would orherwile have 
done. 


Seventhly, Conſiderable Quantities of our Exgl;jſh Woollen ManufaQuure, 
defigned for the Parts aforeſaid, have been Taken by the French, for to ſupply 
che Loſs of which, more hath been again ſent in place thereof. 


By all which, we humbly conceive it to be evident, That the Increaſe of 
the Exportation of the Wooſlen Manufatture in the laſt Three Years, more 
than it was in the former Three Years, hath not been occaſioned by the Tem- 
porary Liberty given, but from the ſeveral Accidents and Reaſons aforeſaid : 
And from thence likewiſe that ſmall Riſe in Wooll hath happened; as alſo from 
the Caules following. 


Firſt. The not having had any Wooll out of Ireland for theſe laſt Three 


Years. 


Seconaly. By reafon of the Rot of Sheep in the Low Grounds ; which hath 
occafioned the Price of Long Wooll principally to Riſe. 


Thirdly. By reaſon of the Scarcity and Dearneſs of Bergalls, and ſuch like 
Eaft-India Commodities ; in place whereof, great Quantities of Exglijſh Wool- 
len Manufactures have been made at Norwich, and other Places, and Conſu- 
med at Home. 
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Fourthly. By the Exportation of our Exg/iſþ Wooll for France, notwith- 
ſtanding the Prohibition. 


Fifthly, By the extraordinary great Quantities of Cloth, Perpetuanoes, and 


other Woollen Commodities, lately Shipped for Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and 
the Streights. 


And, for the Reaſons aforeſaid, we conceive it to be plain, That neither 
the Riſe of Wooll, nor any Increaſe in the Exportation of the Woollen Manu- 
facture into the Liberties of the ſaid Company, ought to be attributed to the 
Interloper, or Foreigner. And ſurely, if they had not ſent out any Woollen 
Commodities, Exg/zſþ Merchants would have fully ſupplied what they have 
done, and ſufficiently furniſhed the Foreign Markets, as they have conſtantly . 


heretofore : And we are heartily grieved, that any Man ſhould think them ſo 


much degenerated from what they have been, as not to be willing, as well as 
able, to carry on the Trade they have been Educated in, as well, if not better, 
than any Foreigners whatſoever. 

And if the Company of Merchants- Adventurers, and the preſent Members 
thereof, are not thought, in Number and Eſtates, ſufficient to carry on the 
Trade of our Woollen ManufaQture, into the Limits of their Charter, they are 
ready and willing to receive all Exgliſ SubjeQts into their Society, upon ſuch 
Terms and Conditions, as the Honourable Houſe of Commons ſhall think fit ; 
and to ſubmut to ſuch Regulations, as they, in their great Wiſdom, ſhall ap- 
point. 


